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f' Jushce Clears CIA Emplayees
In Openmgs of Gverseds ‘idﬂ.

o By Mike Shanahan
-:;’.' § v " Kssoctated Press<” .
; “The Justu:e Departmmt smd yester- .
© day it will not prosecute ("entral In-
< telligence Agency employees \vho
: took part in a secret 1953 '73 proaram
. of opening overseas mail. ' el
! -The department concluded after a.
" lengthy investigation that convictions
* would be unll ely lf charges wcre
brought. e
- For 20 } ears the CIA opened leuers
addressed to thousands of Americans
from such countries as the Sonet dn-
ion and Communist China, :
* * In a lengthy report, the Justxce De-
partment ‘.ckno“ledged that the mail -
'}, openings “would be unlawful if under--.-
! taken today ., .”
i : Nonetheless, the  report’ said” there*
_ will be no prosecutions because 'of the.
unavailability of important evidence’
and the “state of the law that pre-
. vailed during the course of the mail .
. openings program®«:.:- .. . .. -\ > aed
“It would be mistaken to. suppose.”.l'
~the report said, “that it was always
. clearly perceued that the particular
mail opening programs ‘of the CIA
' were obviously illegal.” - .-\ .
The report said there is csidence
" .~ | ®suggesting that -‘President Eisen-
hower had- knowledge of and ap-
proved” the start of the program.* 7 1.1
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Eisenhower administration recailed”
that the mail openings were discussed -
at Cabinet meetings, the report said. - .

It is not clear, the report said, how .
much former Presidents hennedy or’
Johnson were aware of the project, al-
though both were briefed regulariy by -
CIA officials on sensitive CIA opera- .
tions. —

Former Presrdent Nu.on has said he
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In interviews, senior. officialy of the “ .
Justxce Department was prosecuting

was aware t.hat maxl from Ch.na wa,s
Being monitcred, but; dld .ot Lno)\;
any was being opened. AR

Thus, the department saxd that m a
.criminal trial it would be unable ‘lb
‘prove- that the CIA employees were
acting without presidentlal Lnowled"e
s or approval, . ootV e b

The department saxd ‘jts imesh"a-
~ tion showed that the CIA first moni-

~ tored overseas mail of U.S. citizens in
February, 1953, when envelopes to.and

from the Soviet Umon were- photo~
graphed with Post Ofﬂce coaperatlon y

Gradually the program expanded to" .

* include openlng and -reading ﬂrst;-
class malil coming through postal . facll-
xtxes in New, York City. T

The report said the CIA also ran aa

‘West Coast.operation in which more*

than 2,100 pieces of mail from Chma:

* were, opened between 1969 and. 19"1.:

In 1958, the report said, CIA offis’
cials asked FBI counterparts it the)

had any interest in the mail opening
. program. ‘With - the approval of the

late FBI director, J. Edgar Hooser
the FBI gave the CIA names and cate-
gories of people and organizations in
which it-had an espionaze or conntu'- )
espxorage interest;

; Twice during :the early 1960s, the

cases which if brought to trial would

. have relied upon FBI mail openlu.,s,
the report said... . .. -t

Both prosecutions were halted It is

- not clear whether prosecutors feared

that the evidence would be excluded
as being illegally obtained or that the

sed.
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mail opening proJect would be expo-




